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This document is to provide information on the Recall Election process. The 

information was obtained from the California Secretary of State’s website and 
prepared by Eta Gamma Omega Chapter. It is nonpartisan and does not express any 

opinion.  
 
What is a recall? 

 
Recall is the power of the voter to remove an elected official. Any state officer, 

including the elected officer of Governor, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, etc. can 
be recalled. A recall is a tool for the public to attempt to remove any elected public 

officials from office before the end of their term. California has had recall procedures 
since 1911. Since 1911, there have been 54 previous efforts to recall California 

Governors, and only one Governor (Gray Davis in 2003) has been officially recalled.  
 

Is there actually a recall that is going to take place in California?  
 

Likely, yes. On April 26, 2021, California Secretary of State Dr. Shirley N. Weber 
made an announcement that the threshold of 1,495,709 verified signatures has been 

met for the recall of Governor Gavin Newsom, and a final signature verification was 
reported on April 29, 2021.   

 
What is happening next?  

 
Between April 26, 2021 and June 8, 2021, any voter who signed a recall petition may 
provide a written request to their county elections officials to have their signature 

removed during this 30-day period, no later than June 8, 2021. After June 8, 2021, 
the Secretary of State will re-determine if the petition still has the requisite number 

of valid signatures to move forward with a recall election.  
 

How can someone remove their signature from the Governor recall petition?  
 

Voters who signed the recall petition can send their appropriate county election 
official a written signature withdrawal request, no later than June 8, 2021. There 

is no specific format that the request must be in, but the withdrawal request must 
include the following: (1) the voter’s name, (2) the voter’s residential address at the 

time of signing the recall petition, and (3) the voter’s signature. This request must 
be received by the election official of the county you lived in at the time of signing 

the recall petition.  
 

 
 

 

 



When would the recall of Governor Gavin Newsom take place?  
 

As of May 2021, it is unknown when a recall election would take place, but it is likely 
that it could take place between November 15, 2021 and December 5, 2021, which 

is less than one year from the 2022 gubernatorial election.  
 

What is the potential cost of a Special Recall Election? 
 

According to information received from California's counties, the current estimated county 
cost of conducting the October 7, 2003 statewide special election was between $42 million 

and $55 million. In 2003, the State incurred an estimated cost of $11 million to provide 
California's registered voters with the state voter information guide. 

  

Therefore, the total estimated cost of the October 7, 2003, statewide special election was $53 
million to $66 million. The cost will likely exceed this amount in 2021.  

 

What is on a recall ballot?  
 

Recall ballots are composed of two parts. The first part is a “yes” or “no” question of 
whether to remove the Governor from office. The second part asks voters to select a 

replacement governor. If more than 50% of voters vote “no” to the first question, 
Governor Newsom will remain Governor. If more than 50% of voters vote “yes” to 

the first question, then Governor Newsom would be recalled, and the replacement 
candidate with the most votes in the second question becomes the new Governor.  

 
What if I have more questions? 
 

For more information about the recall, visit the California Secretary of State’s 
Frequently Asked Questions page regarding the Governor Newsom Recall Effort here: 

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/recalls/current-recall-efforts/newsom-recall-faqs 


